
A Word From Your Teacher: Susan Short 

 Mrs. Short started as a teacher for the Long Beach Unified School District. She came to 

the HA to set up and teach the junior and senior high school classes. When someone donated 3 

Apple II+’s, her career began. Mrs. Short worked at the Hebrew Academy for many years as the 

Technology Director. In this position she created the technology curriculum, taught technology 

skills to students from pre-school through 12th grade, has been yearbook advisor, a sponsor of an 

after-school computer club, and has been in charge of technology staff development.  

 Susan graduated from the University of Hawaii, attended Long State University and went 

on to earn her Master’s Degree in Computer Education. She has attended more than 50 computer 

conferences, workshops and seminars. She has been a member of Cue, Computer User Educator 

where she served on the board. Mrs. Short has presented workshops and seminars at local and 

national computer conferences, several Jewish Day Schools and partnered with a British 

Company to present a technology workshop to Washington DC teachers. 

 Mrs. Short has been nominated for California Teacher of the Year and Orange County 

Technology Teacher of the Year. She and her students have won several awards: the first from 

Apple Computer for a Hebrew/English newspaper. The second was an award from the National 

Writing Technology Writing Project for a video to celebrate reading, “There is No Business Like 

Shoe Business”. This award went to only 12 schools in the United States. 

 Since her retirement Mrs. Short has been continuing with her many interest. She loves 

reading, cooking, gardening, knitting, making jewelry, playing and teaching Mah Jongg and 

Texas Hold ‘em and spending time with her grandchildren. Now "I can read several books a 

week, have much more time to watch the cooking channels and try new healthier recipes.”At this 

time of year Susan works in her garden. It is her goal to have her backyard on the annual Garden 

Tour. She hosts summer luncheons with recipes from her favorite cooking shows in her well 

planned yard garden. 

 Mrs. Short has been doing some volunteer work especially for AbilityFirst. She is helping 

her granddaughter, Emily, raise $2000 for AbilityFirst's 5K walk. Her newest endeavors include 

watercolor classes, which she loves, and walking her new dog, Lucky. She is active on Facebook 

and you can view pictures of him there. Mrs. Short is working on a blog and keeping up on her 

computer skills by taking classes at the Apple store. She misses teaching at HA, especially 

around the holidays. She also misses the many friends, students, parents and staff, made while 

working at the HA. 

 “My time at HA has been more than just a job. I have made many lasting friendships with 

other staff members, parents and some students. Thank you for entrusting so many of your 

children with me.” 

 


